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Put your sub-tenancy 
agreement in writing
Under the Residential Tenancies Act, 
if the head-tenant lives in the share 
house, a spoken agreement between 
a head-tenant and a sub-tenant 
will not be regarded as a tenancy 
agreement and the sub-tenant will 
not be covered by the Act. These 
types of share housing arrangements 
are usually informal and sub-tenants 
don’t always think to get their 
agreement in writing. Often sub-
tenants just assume that they are 
tenants covered by the Residential 
Tenancies Act and don’t worry about 
having a written tenancy agreement 

at the beginning of the tenancy. If 
you want to have the same rights 
as a tenant, the sub-tenant must 
have a written residential tenancy 
agreement. 
If you are covered by the Act, the 
head-tenant must give the sub-
tenant a written notice of termination. 
Also, the sub-tenant can’t leave 
without giving the head-tenant proper 
notice, leaving them to cover all of 
the rent. In addition, either party 
can apply to the Tribunal if there are 
any disputes about bond. You need 
to decide what type of arrangement 
works best for your share house. If 
your intention is for the Act to apply, 

Consent to sub-let
I consent to [name of tenant] partially/wholly [please circle] sub-letting 
[address of premises].

Name:...............................................................................................................................

Landlord’s/Real Estate Agent’s signature: .............................................................

Date: ........................................................

Please note BEFORE you sub-let you need to:
1. Obtain consent from the landlord/real estate agent to sub-let
2. Check your tenancy agreement for the number of occupants permitted


